NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION RESEARCH
UW–MADISON: RANKED #8 NATIONALLY WITH $1.3 BILLION IN ANNUAL RESEARCH EXPENDITURES

The National Science Foundation (NSF) is the only federal agency whose mission includes support for all fields of
fundamental science and engineering, except for medical sciences. NSF funds merit-based research across disciplines
and supports science, math, and engineering education across the country. At UW–Madison, NSF research occurs
across campus, from astronomy to geology to zoology.
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$102.3 million
NSF federal research awards at
UW–Madison in 2020–21

10th

in nation for research expenditures
financed by NSF

College of Engineering
Cement is arguably the world’s most important building
material, but its production is responsible for up to
8% of global carbon dioxide emissions. Researchers at
UW–Madison are working to address this challenge
by developing a novel process to produce key cement
ingredients from waste materials. The technology can
be seamlessly integrated into the existing cement-making
infrastructure to potentially reduce CO2 emissions by
more than 50% with the added benefit of reduced
limestone mining. More online.
Center for Limnology
How does setting, climate, and changing land use
interact to shape lake characteristics and dynamics
over time? As part of a network of sites, the North
Temperate Lakes (NTL) Long Term Ecological Research
aims to answer this question. Administered by UW–
Madison’s Center for Limnology, NTL studies seven
northern and four southern Wisconsin lakes and their
surrounding landscapes. The research helps gain a
predictive understanding of the ecology of lakes at
longer and broader scales than has been traditional in
limnology, and provides an understanding of long-term
change in aquatic ecosystems. More online.

WHY UNIVERSITY RESEARCH MATTERS

By supporting NSF, you support the basic research and people who develop innovations to transform the future
and keep the U.S. at the leading edge of discovery.
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